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score or so of officers, with whom it was agreed
'that the blow should be struck at the end of
October. Accordingly, on the 25th of that
month, Colonel Vaudrey met Louis Napoleon
at Freiburg. Three days later they rode into
Strassburg to join Persigny. The 2gth was
passed in consultation with those officers who
were to -play leading parts in winning over the
troops, and a final council of war was held that
night.

Early next morning the prince dressed himself
in artillery uniform, with a general's cocked hat,
and the star and cordon of the Legion of Honour
across his breast. It was dark, and snow was
falling. Turning to his fellow conspirators, he
drew himself up and said : " Gentlemen, the
hour has struck. Now we shall see whether
France remembers twenty years of glory ! " With
these words he set off for the barracks of the
4th Artillery, where the troops had already
been drawn up on parade by Colonel Vaudrey.
His reception by the gunners augured well.
Cries of " Vive Napoleon! Vive fempereur!"
applauded his speech, and, with a band play-
ing at their head, the soldiers marched off
behind the prince to the quarters of the 46th
Infantry Regiment.

Had the original plan been carried out, the
whole plot might well have succeeded; but this